Appendix D: Community Comments of Draft Plan
________________

A summary of the June 21, 2016 public meeting for the Draft Comprehensive Plan and comments received
are explained below.
Summary:
Town Supervisor, John Malenick opened the Public Meeting at 6:00 PM to review the Draft Comprehensive
Plan that was recently completed for the Town. He introduced Amanda Mazzoni, from the Central New
York Regional Planning and Development Board (CNY RPDB).
Present: Supervisor John Malenick, Town Councilman: Lee Brew, Joel Glimpse, Thomas Hitchcock, Jr.,
and Thomas Fitzsimmons; Planning Board and Comprehensive Planning Committee members: Joseph Verdi, Barbara Colutti, John Fordyce, Carol Fordyce and Cheryl Longyear; Town Clerk June Smith, Deputy
Clerk Robert White, Zoning Officer J. Patrick Doyle; Water Operator Stan Longyear along with several
residents. All attendees signed a register of attendance.
Amanda explained that she had been working with a Comprehensive Planning Committee formed in August of 2014 consisting of Montezuma Town Planning Board members and residents who have been meeting monthly over 1-1/2 years to create the draft plan. A grant award from NYSERTA through a “Vision
CNY” project made funding assistance possible to participating municipal partners in the Central New York
region for technical assistance to be provided by CNY RPDB.
Public participation was allowed for through open meetings and a survey formulated by the committee that
was mailed to all residents to gather opinions on present day Montezuma and what the public sees for the
Town of Montezuma in the future. 82 completed surveys were returned, with a 21% response rate. Analysis
of the results of the written survey and community inventory formed the basis for the drafted Comprehensive Plan. The completed draft was available for public review on the Town’s website and several hard
copies were available to read at the Town Hall from June 1 to 21, 2016.
Amanda read the Vision statement that was created based on the findings of the survey:
“The Town of Montezuma strives to preserve its rural character, cultural and historic assets, and agricultural
and natural resources while encouraging economic growth and an expansion of services to meet the needs
of the community.”
The community survey and community inventory and analysis formed the basis for sixteen goals included
with the Draft Plan, each with several components and recommendations which Amanda reviewed during
her powerpoint presentation. The meeting was then opened up for public comment and questions.
Comments:
Kathleen Decker, resident and member of the Heritage Park Design Committee, asked about the potential
sewage treatment site mentioned in the plan. John Malenick responded that the need for planning for future
sewage treatment was because many of the current septic systems no longer meet State Health Department
standards, and eventually the Town will be required to create a sewer treatment system. He explained that
a potential site could be set up that would not have adverse effects for the public.
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Town of Montezuma Procedural Checklist
The steps below lay out the remaining path for the Town of Montezuma to achieve a final, adopted
Comprehensive Plan document. The CNY RPDB will be available for assistance along the way, although the
Town will be responsible for submitting documentation for the SEQRA and County review processes.


5/10/16: Comprehensive Planning Committee meeting: Review draft Comprehensive Plan
document. CNY RPDB will make necessary updates.



Post the committee-approved draft plan on either the municipality’s or CNY RPDB’s website for
public review.



Send out a News Release to local papers stating that a PDF of the draft is posted online for public
review and comment. Note that the online review period will be followed by a public meeting where
comments from the public will be received.



Conduct the public meeting with all committee members present if possible. Record attendance and
all comments on the draft. Have a hard copy or two available. CNY RPDB will give an overview of
the planning process and committee work and the resulting plan and goals.



After the public meeting, the committee determines which/if public comments need to be addressed
with changes.



The Town must submit documentation for SEQRA Review (usually this results in a Negative
Declaration).



The Town must then send the final draft document along with SEQRA results to the County
Planning office (with the County’s GLM 239 submittal form) for County Planning review and
comment.



The committee determines if County comments need to be addressed with changes to the draft.
(CNY RPDB will be available as needed to make final changes to the plan.)



The Plan can then be adopted through Resolution by the Town Board if desired.

Serving the Counties of Cayuga, Cortland, Madison, Onondaga and Oswego
www.cnyrpdb.org



mail@cnyrpdb.org

Plan Structure
The contents of this plan include an introduction and three chapters. Chapter 1: Goals and Recommendations lays out the specific goals and recommendations for the town by topic area; Chapter 2: Community
Inventory and Analysis explains the historic and current state of the town and what it has to offer; and Chapter 3: Regional Influences is intended to give background information on existing conditions in the town
and region. Five Appendices in the back of the Plan contain information on Principals of Smart Growth,
Conservation Subdivisions, Issues of Community Concern, the Community Survey, and National Register
Listings.

Adopting and Implementing the Comprehensive Plan
Legislative Authority
In the State of New York, village and town governments are granted authority to adopt a comprehensive
plan pursuant to Village Law §7-722 or Town Law §272-a. The comprehensive plan, a set of policy and
analytic documents and maps, strategies and tools for the guidance of community well-being, land use,
and development, is also intended to provide the foundation for local zoning laws. Once adopted, all land
use policy decisions in the town must be in accordance with the comprehensive plan. The review of future
projects no longer occurs on an independent project-by-project basis, but rather in consideration of the
comprehensive plan and the community vision. This Plan provides guidance as to where and how future
development should occur in the town. In addition, all other governmental agencies must consider this plan
when directing or funding capital projects that occur within the town.
Adopting the Comprehensive Plan
The purpose of adopting a comprehensive plan is the protection of the health, safety, and general welfare of
the citizens of the community and their environment. Once adopted, review of future projects occurs in consideration of the community vision and the Comprehensive Plan. In addition, all other governmental agencies must consider this plan when directing or funding capital projects that occur within the town. Adoption
of a comprehensive plan is a discretionary decision and is considered a Type I action pursuant to Article 8
of the Environmental Conservation Law and Title 6 of the New York Code of Rules and Regulations Part
617.4(b)(1).This means that the plan must meet the provisions of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) prior to final adoption by Town Board.
In accordance with New York State General Municipal Law 239, the Governing Board must refer the adoption or amendment of the proposed comprehensive plan to the County Planning Board’s 239 Land Use
Committee for review for potential inter-municipal impacts of the proposed plan. The Governing Board
may adopt a Comprehensive Plan (or an amendment to a Comprehensive Plan) by resolution.
Review and Maintenance of the Plan
Because communities are continually changing and adjusting to new conditions, this comprehensive plan
is a work in progress, and can be thought of as a document that provides guiding principles for the future
development and growth decisions. This comprehensive plan should be reviewed regularly to ensure its
continued relevance with the existing conditions, goals and objectives of the Town of Montezuma. Following the adoption of the Plan, the Town Board should conduct an in-depth review of the plan every five years
and make changes as needed. This in-depth review should assess the status of the plan’s recommendations
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and implementation actions, such as land use regulation revisions, capital improvement programming, expansion of recreational opportunities, tourism, economic development, and progress on other work identified in the Goals & Recommendations (Chapter 1) of the plan. As policy-making changes and the physical
characteristics of the community change, the comprehensive plan should also change. The plan should be
a “living document”.
Circumstances that may warrant revising the plan include:
• A finding of significant change within the community or substantial unforeseen circumstances or impacts;
• A finding of significant public benefit associated with the proposed revision or a need to maintain and
protect public investments and resources; or
• The need to maintain compliance with new laws, regulations, court actions, or other mandates
Implementing the Montezuma Comprehensive Plan
All of the work that the community has done thus far in preparing the Comprehensive Plan can be lost
without a solid framework for implementation based on available funding resources and realistic expectations. Some recommendations in this plan may be implemented over a longer period of time, others will be
a concentrated, short-term effort, but all elements of the Plan should be considered in terms of budgets and
time frame.
A Comprehensive Plan is a valuable resource a community can use to win significant grant funding from
a wide variety of sources. Forming partnerships with various public agencies at the local, county, state and
federal levels is advisable as these agencies can often assist communities in their funding and implementation efforts. Special committees may be established by the Town Board to address specific focus areas
identified in the Plan. These committees should include members of the community most familiar with the
Comprehensive Plan and its guiding principles. Examples of such committees are a Farmland Preservation
Committee, An Historic Preservation Committee, or a Energy and Technology Committee.
Community efforts can often be strengthened and community benefits broadened by cooperative planning
and promotional strategies among neighboring communities. Through cooperative efforts with other agencies and inter-municipal relationships with neighboring municipalities, planning can have positive impacts
on the community, as well as on the region as a whole.
Suggestions for priority implementation actions noted in this Comprehensive Plan include the following:
Short-term recommendations:
• Create a Map of Potential Conservation Lands as a first step in facilitating conservation subdivision design
• Investigate options for expanding high-speed internet throughout the town
• Work with the state to connect the Erie Canalway Trail from Port Byron to Lyons passing through the
Town of Montezuma
Long-term recommendations:
• Update zoning to incorporate conservation subdivision principles
• Encourage light industrial development at the Archer Daniels Midland site
• Work to build a stronger sense of place in the community
8
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Town Councilman Tom Fitzsimmons asked what the next step for adopting the Comprehensive Plan, and
how long it could take before being presented to the Town Board for vote. Amanda explained the committee would review any potential changes following the public meeting. The Planning Board needs to submit
documentation for SEQRA review and then send the final draft document along with the SEQRA results to
Cayuga County Planning with a GLM 239 submittal form for review and comment. If there are any comments or suggestions that need addressing after the Cayuga County review, the committee will consider
them and make any needed final changes to the plan. The Plan then can be adopted through resolution by
the Town Board. It’s estimated the process could take a couple of months, and the County usually responds
within 30 days. It was also explained that the plan will be used as a basis for needed revisions to the present
out of date zoning and subdivision laws.
Town resident Joan Alcock explained she tried to read the Plan online, but it downloaded distorted; Amanda
commented that unfortunately, some computer readers are not always compatible and hard copies had
been provided to read at the Town Hall, as noted in the press release, flyer, and Town website. Planning
Board member, Cheryl Longyear, commented that she appreciated the support and assistance given by both
Amanda Mazzoni and Jeanie Gleisner for guiding the Committee through the process. She stated that the
Plan was an opportunity to focus on future direction and issues that time doesn’t allow to be addressed during regular Town Board business meetings. It has been a pleasure to work with both Amanda and Jeanie.
Planning Board Chair Joseph Verdi commented the Plan would give future Planning Board members direction for Town planning and development.
Councilman Fitzsimmons also asked about some of the maps. He would like to see larger versions in order
to read some of the coding better. Amanda said that it would be possible to reproduce, if she knew which
ones he wanted. Unfortunately, some of the copies such as the Town’s Zoning map was a poor copy to be
able to reproduce.
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